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“I was very impressed at how much the students learned about fundraising by taking part in Kids for Wish Kids. Their 
innovation and hard work will make an enormous difference to brave children battling life-threatening medical conditions. 
These young people really did their homework – researching their target markets, developing highly creative projects and 
then using innovative ways to sell their product to customers. It is crucial that we encourage and support students’ efforts 
from the youngest age, as their innovative ideas and hard work will ultimately have the potential to create new jobs and 
opportunities for others in the future.” 

– John Halligan, TD: Minister of State for Training, Skills, Innovation, Research and Development



The Make-A-Wish® Kids for Wish Kids Awards offers 
students the opportunity to use their ingenuity to find 
new ways of fundraising, while also growing their personal 
development, including social awareness and increased 
social competence. There is a strong focus on the 
development of soft skills that will stand to students in later 
life, such as critical thinking, emotional intelligence, social 
responsibility and communication. It also ticks the box 
for key skills such as the three Ts: thinking, teamwork and 
technology.

DATE:  
The competition will run from 10th September 2018 until 
31st January 2019.

DETAILS:
Students can organise an event, design a product, or take part 
in a challenge and all funds raised will go towards granting 
the wishes of children aged between 3 and 17 years who are 
battling life-threatening medical conditions. 

ENTRANTS ARE JUDGED IN THE
FOLLOWING CATEGORIES:
SECONDARY SCHOOLS
a) Creativity & Entrepreneurship
b) Marketing & Communications
c) Commerciality
d) Sustainability (the project shows consideration for the welfare of  
 the environment and future generations)

e) Highest Funds Raised 

Midleton CBS student, Jason Collins on the RTÉ Today Show with Make-A-

Wish CEO, Susan O’Dwyer

PRIMARY SCHOOLS
a) Creativity 
b) Highest Funds Raised

PRIZES:
Every participant will receive a certificate. Judges will award 
prizes to the top project in each category at an award ceremony 
at SSE Airtricity headquarters in Dublin. The prize includes: 

SECONDARY SCHOOLS
 H A prestigious Kids for Wish Kids  

  award for the school
 H Professional references for students’ CVs
 H School recognition through inclusion in    

  releases to local and national media
 H Online mentoring session with a member    

  of the judging panel

*All schools who enter will become a ‘Make-A-Wish Champion’.

PRIMARY SCHOOLS
 H A prestigious Kids for Wish Kids award for  

  the school
 H Certificate of participation
 H School recognition through inclusion in releases to  
  local and national media 
*All schools who enter will become a ‘Make-A-Wish Champion’.

CRITERIA:
Students are expected to: 
 H Create a committee 
 H Engage with their local community    

 in an entrepreneurial manner e.g. to gain    
 sponsorship, promote an event or sell products.

 H Execute the project

Stephen Wheeler 
Managing Director,  

SSE Ireland
Ruth Brett 
Marketing Director, Woodie’s

Louise Keaveney
Director, Peter Mark

Gerry Prizeman 
Make-A-Wish (Chairperson) - Founder and Principal of Prizeman Consulting

JUDGING
PANEL: 

John Halligan T.D. Minister for Training, Skills, Innovation, 
 Research and Development



TIMELINE & APPLICATION PROCESS:
1)  Please email mary@makeawish.ie for an application form. Applications can only be accepted from 10th 
September 2018.
2)  Once the project is complete, please fill out the application form and return to Make-A-Wish, 2 Leopardstown 
Business Centre, Ballyogan Avenue, Leopardstown, Dublin 18 or email to mary@makeawish.ie. The deadline for 
entries is 31st January 2019.
3)  The entries will then be sent to our panel of judges and the shortlisted schools will be invited to present their 
project to the judges at the Kids for Wish Kids award ceremony in April 2019 where the overall winners will be 
announced!

2018 WINNERS:
Creativity & Entrepreneurship and Sustainability 
Awards:

Midleton CBS student Jason Collins’ business idea involved 
designing and producing his very own science experiment 
‘how-to’ book.

“To take part in the Kids for Wish Kids Awards was an amazing 
experience. I learnt a lot of new skills and it’s great to know that 
you are helping children who are less fortunate than you.”  
–Jason Collins, Midleton CBS

Marketing & Communications Award:

St Aloysius College in Carrigtwohill, Co. Cork, created a social 
media campaign, called the ‘Bank Fairy’, that encouraged 
people to post a photo or video of themselves making a wish 
and to pledge a donation.

“Kids for Wish Kids is a fabulous initiative. It encourages students 
to develop their entrepreneurial skills for a very worthwhile 
purpose. I would recommend it particularly for students who 
are doing Enterprise in Transition Year. My students gained a lot 
from it in terms of their teamwork, planning, organisational and 
communication skills. Very worthwhile for all.”  
– Ms Manley, St Aloysius’ College 

“Children really understand the 
power of Make-A-Wish Ireland’s 
mission and we have great support 
from both primary and secondary 
schools.”
Irene Timmins, 
Head of Fundraising



Commerciality Award:
 

St Brigid’s College in Loughrea, Co. Galway, produced high-
end miniature wishing wells. The wishing wells were cleverly 
marketed as Christmas ornaments, birdhouses and gardening 
ornaments. 

“Our ‘Make A Well’ project and our ‘Excellence in Commerciality’ 
award gave the students the opportunity to develop leadership, 
team-work and entrepreneurial skills. This was the most enjoyable  
activity that the St. Brigid’s Make-A-Wish Team engaged in during 
the Transition Year programme.”  
–Ms. Charleton, St. Brigid’s College

Award for Highest Funds Raised:
 

The award for the Highest Funds Raised went to St. Mary’s 
Secondary School in Mallow, Co. Cork, where the students 
organised a wide range of events as well as establishing mini-
companies.  St Mary’s Secondary School raised €1,567 in total.

“The students realised the benefits of participating in this project 
for themselves and highlighted this in their end of year TY review 
stating that ‘the practical aspects of this competition allowed 
them to develop skills that they would not develop in a classroom-
based subject, which would help them with careers in the future. 
Many students stated that participating in this competition was 
the highlight of the entire TY program, which was great feedback 
to receive as their associated teacher.”   
–Ms. Crowley, St. Marys Mallow

FUNDRAISING IDEAS: 
GET CREATIVE – Use your skill or talent to drum up ways to fundraise.
GET ARTY –  Design and sell a product in your local community or school.  This can be anything from food, jewellery, 
personalised t-shirts, to CDs or the latest craze!
GET PHYSICAL – Ever wanted to take part in a fitness challenge? You could take part in a marathon, cyclothon, 
swimathon, organise a walk, or even a world record attempt. Recordsetter.com lists world records that have been 
attempted so why not see if there is one you can break?
GET COMPETITIVE – Organise a talent show and find out who has the X-Factor! Talent shows are fun and rewarding 
events that exhibit the gifts and abilities of the participants. 
GET SMART – Organise tutorials or cookery classes, or invite guest speakers on topics of interest.
GET GREEN – Recycle or sell a green product that everyone can feel good about.

SCHOOL VISIT: 
If you would like a Make-A-Wish representative to visit your school, please email mary@makeawish.ie



ABOUT MAKE-A-WISH IRELAND 

Make-A-Wish Ireland grants wishes to children who are living with life-threatening medical conditions such as cancer, 

leukaemia and cystic fibrosis.

Since 1992, Make-A-Wish has granted wishes for more than 2,250 brave children across Ireland, including 221 wishes 

granted in 2017 alone. A wish granted is true magic for the child, providing respite from their normal routines of 

hospitals, doctors and treatment.

Make-A-Wish invites your students to get involved with this very special children’s charity, while also learning the skills 

of leadership, teamwork, problem solving, business development, idea generation, event planning, selling, marketing, 

presentation skills and charitable giving. Students will also gain a sense of achievement by having made a real difference 

to children of their own age.
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